
 

 

 

Orchestra of Sound 

 
Press Received  



Edinburgh Fringe Festival, 2024 

 

 

  



 

  



Broadway World 
 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/scotland/article/ORCHESTRA-OF-SOUND-Comes-to-Edinburgh-

20240722 

 

ORCHESTRA OF SOUND Comes to Edinburgh 

Performances run 2-24 August. 

By: Stephi WildJul. 22, 2024 

 

Orchestra of Sound is a groundbreaking music spectacle! This international premiere from Canada is an 

electrifying one-man show seamlessly weaving unique inventive instruments, hundreds of sounds, and 

explosive original music into an unforgettable sound and sight extravaganza. Acknowledged among the 

'Top 10 Shows to Catch at the Vancouver Fringe,' the energetic live performance from Paul Snider, 

coupled with multi-media video displaying the many intricate sounds being heard in the orchestrations, 

is sure to amaze. This musical experience takes audiences on a sonic and visual journey, blurring the line 

between sound and music. 

LATEST NEWS 

Hear orchestrations created with sounds recorded by playing drums on the turbine of a 727 jet, a train 

boxcar, a satellite dish, automobiles, or the structures of bridges. Listen to the tones of a violin made 

from a canoe, or a cello made from a tin garbage can. A myriad of sounds is used to create original high-

energy musical masterpieces, and on a large screen audiences watch video footage of the sounds being 

heard. All the while Paul plays live to the energetic music on handcrafted invented instruments made 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/scotland/article/ORCHESTRA-OF-SOUND-Comes-to-Edinburgh-20240722
https://www.broadwayworld.com/scotland/article/ORCHESTRA-OF-SOUND-Comes-to-Edinburgh-20240722
https://www.broadwayworld.com/author/Stephi-Wild


from junk and recycled items, including a completely wireless piano made from old keyboard parts, a 

flute made from PVC tubing, and a trumpet made from a garden hose to name a few. There is a strong 

environmental theme to the show (and to follow this theme, carbon credits are purchased to offset the 

carbon used to tour the show from Canada). 

The idea of creating music without using traditional musical instruments came from a volunteer trip by 

Paul to western Kenya in 2011.  He says: “I was teaching at a school in a rural community and the 

students were making this beautiful sound drumming with their hands on their old wooden desks, the 

deep rhythmic beat reverberating off the mud walls. The next day I got them singing some Queen songs 

as a choir, while other kids kept beat tapping old tin cans, sticks, and a rubber tire. It was amazing.” That 

was the inspiration to create an orchestra using instruments built completely from junk and recycled 

materials. “I invented 25 unique instruments, and for Orchestra of Sound I recorded hundreds of sounds 

to use along with some of these instruments in my musical compositions. These sounds were recorded 

on a cross Canada trip in an electric car, and in other countries I had visited.” The result is innovative, 

original music in a vibrant, engaging theatre spectacle. This unique, high-energy show is educational as 

much as it is entertaining and is a musical experience the whole family can enjoy. 

You won’t believe your ears! 

  



 

 



Dark Chat 
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Orchestra of Sound 

Greenside @George Street 

     

Review by David Cox 

 

 

We have been attending the Edinburgh festival since 1986 and in those days most shows were based in 

the New Town, especially round the Assembly Rooms. In more recent years the shift of the festival has 

moved across the bridge , especially to Pleasance. (Oddly, we didn't see any shows at Pleasance 

Courtyard this year, our one show there was cancelled).   

  

As we have 5 full days this year I thought I would fit in 2 "themed" days to enable us to visit shows and 

venues we wouldn't normally frequent so today, we were only seeing shows in the "New Town" starting 

at the Hill Street Theatre for the wonderful "Kinky Boots" before moving onto Greenside for "Orchestra 

Of Sound". 

  

I always liked the premise of this show with Canadian Paul Snider specialising in playing unusual items to 

create a unique sound landscape. He calls himself a "sound miner" which is the perfect description of 

what he does. Most of the show involves him playing a keyboard (the music supplied by the sounds he 

creates from hitting these strange objects) whilst a video runs behind him. 

  

What this film show does is to show how Paul creates these noises. We see him hammering bridges, an 

aircraft in the jungle, tanks, walls etc. These are interesting images but can divert you from the music and 

is a little repetitive. I may have been a little naïve in expecting to see more of his unusual instruments but 

of course, practical considerations would have made this virtually impossible. 

  

Paul is a highly engaging performer, likeable, funny and informative about the music. I would have liked 

more explanations about all the visuals, in particular why was there an airplane in the jungle, where was 

it and how did Paul find it. 

  

https://www.darkchat.co.uk/team-1/orchestra-of-sound


The plus side for me was the music. I loved the sound, the melodies provided, the repetition (often 

referencing Philip Glass, who I love) and the way it built to a swirling climax. This would have been one of 

the few shows that I would have left having purchased the soundtrack, but sadly, this does not seem to 

have been recorded. 

 

 

It takes all sorts to make up an Edinburgh festival audience and I was intrigued to watch a father with his 

young daughter. It was a bold choice to take a child to but you could see she was intrigued by what she 

was watching and spent the second half of the show standing in the aisle swaying to the music. You can 

be a reviewer at any age. 

  

If you want to see and hear something truly unique at this year's festival head to the Lime Studio at 

Greenside on George Street. This also vindicated my decision to spend a day watching shows in the New 

Town, an experiment I will definitely repeat next year. 

 

 

 

“Anyone like exceptional music? Anyone like something unique? Head to Orchestra of Sound. Magical.” 

- DarkChat 

 

“Paul is a highly engaging performer, likeable, funny and informative about the music” 

- DarkChat 

 

  



 



 

https://www.festmag.com/edinburgh/music/edinburgh-fringe-2024--top-picks-music 

Fest Magazine 
Edinburgh Fringe 2024 – Top Picks: Music 

This year's music selection includes pop culture parodies, dance floor fillers and a multimedia medley 
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Orchestra of Sound 

Paul Snider 

 

Genre: Multimedia, Music, Theatre 

Venue: Greenside at George Street 

Festival: Edinburgh Fringe 

 

Low Down 

Paul Snider’s innovative show features music made by hundreds of sounds – and not the expected 

musical instruments.  It is a multi-media experience, with Snider playing live keyboards to videos of his 

musical experimentations. Think of it as technology meets science meets music from an entertainer who 

is an expert in all fields. 

Review 

Paul Snider brings his one-man Orchestra of Sound show to the Edinburgh Fringe in an international 

premiere engagement.  This innovative show features music made by hundreds of sounds – and not the 

expected musical instruments.  It is a multi-media experience, with Snider playing live keyboards to 

videos of his musical experimentations. Think of it as technology meets science meets music from an 

entertainer who is an expert in all fields. 

The premise is that an every object can produce a sound. Some objects are musical instruments that 

emit a recognizable sound, like a flute, a piano, or a violin.  But what about everyday objects?  Sound is 

the most basic form of expression and communication.  Notice how kids make drum sounds in the 

kitchen from pots and pans, yogurt containers, or spoons as percussion instruments. 

Snider has taken that premise and looked far and wide for his sounds, resulting in an absolutely 

fascinating sonic study of our world. Snider goes further by inventing instruments made from recycled 

material and junk, and they actually work to make sounds that go with his film. 

There are the bigger objects, like a canoe, a recycling bin, an oil drum, a haystack, the side of a 

building….the list goes on. He plays drums on the turbine of a 727 jet, a train boxcar, a satellite dish, cars, 

and the structures of different kinds of bridges.  How about a violin made paper mâché and a baseball 

bat, a guitar made from a pitchfork, a flute made of PVC pipe, or a cello made from a tin garbage can. If 

he can imagine it, he can play it and introduce the audience to the sounds made by the object. 

https://fringereview.co.uk/review/edinburgh-fringe/2024/orchestra-of-sound/
https://fringereview.co.uk/festival/edinburgh-fringe/?festivalgenre=multimedia
https://fringereview.co.uk/festival/edinburgh-fringe/?festivalgenre=music
https://fringereview.co.uk/festival/edinburgh-fringe/?festivalgenre=theatre
https://greensidevenue.co.uk/greenside-%40george-street
https://fringereview.co.uk/festival/edinburgh-fringe/


Clearly Snider cannot bring the objects into the theatre, so he has filmed himself and others playing 

these varied pieces.  He fronts the show on stage with his keyboard, as the audience is mesmerized by 

the images of Snider with drumsticks in fields, on the tarmac, in the Rocky Mountains, in an auto 

junkyard, in a cabin in the woods, and even in the belfry of a church.  No object is too challenging or off 

limits for this creative mind. 

Snider has composed lovely scores to accompany and accent the vibrant filmed visuals. Each of his 

pieces has 50 to 60 sounds interwoven. He is an accomplished musician who plays keyboards, trumpet 

and flute.  He is an engaging narrator. The lively presentation is fun for all ages. 

The most moving piece is the exquisite finale, “The Sound of the Ocean”. Snider recorded the sounds of 

a whale and other sea life, then set the music to the rhythm of the heartbeat of a whale.  The ethereal 

scoring combined with the gorgeous visuals creates a spellbinding effect that takes your breath away. 

For Snider, a trip rural western Kenya to do some volunteering at a small school inspired him to research 

creating entire orchestra using sounds from instruments built from found objects. Being quite an 

environmentalist, he decided to combine his skills in music with his passion for reuse, and try to build 

instruments from junk and recycled materials in order to give junk a second life. From there he built a 

new show called ‘Junk! The Musical’. In 2021 he and his wife travelled across Canada to record many 

interesting sounds, as he drummed on the trusses of bridges, on junk cars, on trains, under water, and 

more.  The qualifier was anything that could make an interesting sound.  Soon he had compiled 

hundreds of sounds and video clips, forming the basis of this Fringe show. 

Snider has made and scored several films, wrote and recorded musical projects, and wrote a sung-

through musical. Through this company he released a solo folk-rock album called ‘The Letter’. 

Acknowledged among the ‘Top 10 Shows to Catch at the Vancouver Fringe’ in Canada, Snider’s 

Edinburgh show has broad appeal across all ages.  It is a fascinating look at sound. It is innovative, 

entertaining, imaginative, and a treat for the eyes and ears. 

Published August 8, 2024 by Patricia Silver 
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Vancouver Fringe Festival 

 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7b3a3p?start={seek_to_second_number} 
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festival/ 
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 https://ericdarryl.wordpress.com/2023/09/10/orchestra-of-sound-whatever-the-sound-music-finds-a-

way/ 
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https://do604.com/events/2023/9/8/orchestra-of-sound-tickets 
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Orchestra of Sound Creates Version of ‘O Canada’ 

 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 


